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Iran, Uzbekistan express readiness to | K

enhance cooperatton tn agriculture

Iran’s Minister of Agriculture
GholamrezaNouriGhezeljeh
has highlighted the Islamic
Republic’s capabilities
in providing Uzbekistan
with engineering services,
training, and research in the
fields of livestock breeding
and drip irrigation.

In a meeting with the
Ambassador of Uzbekistan
in Tehran Nasriev Fariddin
BadriddinovichonThursday,
the Iranian minister
praised the initiative of
the presidents of the two
countriesindevelopingjoint
cooperation.

Nouri Ghezeljeh stated that
given the shared cultural,
religious, and historical
interests between the two
countries, the development
ofeconomicrelationsandthe
increase of trade exchanges
areofspecialimportance.He
referred to Iran’s agricultural

capabilities in technology
development and research,
adding thatthe construction
of low-cost greenhouses,
the  establishment  of
storage and cold storage
warehouse for agricultural
products, processing and
complementary industries,
as well as technology for
disinfecting agricultural
products are among the
services that the Islamic
Republic can offer.

According to the Iranian

official, economic
exchanges between the two
countries do not align with
the capacities, histories, and
interests of both nations,
and the targeted figure
of 2% billion set in the
meeting of the Iranian and
Uzbek presidents will serve
as a prelude to upgrade
economicrelations between
Tehran and Tashkent.

He further described the

development of air and
railway routes as priorities
forcooperationbetweenthe
two countries.

The Uzbek ambassador, for
his part, expressed gratitude
for the hospitality of the
Iranian people, stating that
his country’s minister of
agriculture is ready to
collaborate closely with Iran
in seven agricultural areas.
He also announced that the
cooperation between the
two countries would include
modern irrigation, planting
drought-resistant crops like
pistachios, creating modern
greenhouses,  producing
agricultural equipment
and tools, collaboration in
poultry and turkey meat
production, animal feed, as
well as conducting scientific
research and exchanging
experiences in livestock and
aquaculture.

Iran's Minister of
Economic  Affairs and
Finance, Abdolnaser
Hemmati, and Sudan’s
Minister of Finance and
Economic Planning,

Gibril Ibrahim Mohamed,
have agreed to increase
economic  and  trade
cooperation between the
two nations.

According to
Thursday  report,  the
Sudanese minister visits
Tehran at the head of an
economic delegation. He
held talks with his Iranian
counterpart on Wednesday
evening.

IRNA's

Both sides expressed
their  satisfaction  with
the re-establishment of
political relations between
the two countries and
hoped that this new phase

K Iran, Sudan agree to expand economic ties

of relations would lead
to the development and
flourishing of economicand
trade ties.

The Sudanese minister
highlighted  advantages

such as the existence of
fertile land in Sudan for
agricultural products,
including oilseeds, sesame,
peanuts, and livestock
farming, as well as rich
underground resources.

He further announced
the willingness of the
Sudanese government and
peopletodevelopeconomic
relations and cooperation
with the Islamic Republic.

It is worth noting that
the Republic of Sudan has
an area of 1,886,000 square
kilometersandapopulation
of 45 million, over %97 of
whom are Muslims.

Iran submits bid to join CIS railway network

Iran is seeking to obtain the approval of the Council for Rail
Transport of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS)
for its wagons to operate in the CIS rail network. A Wednesday
report by the Islamic Republic of Iran Railways said its CEO is
attending the 81st meeting of the Council for Railway Transport
of the CIS member states in Uzbekistan. It said Iran will use the

Iranians expats in Europe sign petition against EU's
sanctions on Iran Air

their families and friends, and therefore the recent action

IranianexpatriatesinEurope, bylaunchinganelectronicpetition,
expressed their protest against the embargo of "Iran Air" airline
company by the European Union and the British government.

Inthis petition, a copy of which was published on the website of
Change Institute it is stated: We, the Iranian nationals living in
Europe deplore the EU+UK government's decision to sanction
“Iran Air". Every year hundreds of thousands of passengers
in Europe book their flight to Tehran with the airline to visit

meeting, which is chaired by Russia, to submit its request to join
therailwaynetworkoftheClISsothatitswagonscanoperateinthe
network. The requestaims to enable Iran to use the vast network
of ClSrailways for cargotransit. Managing Director of the Islamic
Republic of Iran Railways Jabbar-Ali Zakeriis representing Iranin
the CIS meeting in Tashkent as an observer state.

disrupts their ability to this end. While transit is an option, but
it is unacceptable to force such an unnecessary and lengthy
arrangement to passengers, specially for elderlies and those

with disabilities. We would

therefore ask the respected

authorities in the European capitals to reconsider their position
and act in the interest of over a million passengers by allowing
Iran Air to continue operate in Europe.

Iran rejects accusations of
involvement in assassination
attempts on US officials

The spokesperson for the
Iranian Foreign Ministry
Esmaeil Baghaei has [
categorically ~ dismissed
allegations that Iran was
involved in attempts to
assassinate former and
current US officials and £
described the claims as
completely baseless and
rejected.

The spokesperson highlighted that similar
accusations have been made in the past, which
the Islamic Republic of Iran has firmly denied and
proven false.

He emphasized that repeating such claims at this
junctureisamalicious conspiracy orchestrated by
Zionist and anti-Iranian circles, aimed at further
complicating the issues between the US and Iran.
Baghaei also underscored that the Islamic
Republicof Iran, as has previously stated, remains
committed to utilizing all legitimate and legal
means at both domestic and international levels
to restore the rights of the Iranian nation.

BRICS needs investment
platform for developing
markets

A new investment platform of BRICS countries
with the use of electronic assets is needed for
investments in developing markets, Russian
President Vladimir Putin said.

"We suggest creating a new investment platform
of [BRICS countries], using electronic assets,
developing them. That is, the point is to create
such a platform of electronic payments, with
the use of which it will be possible to invest in
developing markets, and these are primarily
markets of South Asia, Africa, and Latin America
in part," Putin said.

"We think so because very strong
demographic processes are taking place there:
population growth, capital accumulation,
the urbanization level is in sufficient there
and it will definitely grow," the president
noted.

The BRICS group of emerging economies
has welcomed 2024 by officially adding five
developing nations.

Specifically, the bloc introduced Saudi Arabia,
the United Arab Emirates (UAE), Iran, Egypt, and
Ethiopia to kick off the new year.

Last year, the BRICS economic alliance has
flourished. In what was undoubtedly a year of
growth, the bloc fast-tracked a host of initiatives.
Those range from its de-dollarization plans to
its first-ever expansion bid. The latter of which is
finally set to be made official.

Indeed, the BRICS alliance has welcomed 2024
by officially adding five expansion nations to its
ranks. Specifically, it introduced Saudi Arabia,
the UAE, Iran, Egypt, and Ethiopia to be the first
countries to constitute expansion since South
Africa was added more than a decade ago.

The expansion is set to have massive geopolitical
ramifications, as they could be hugely important
to its multipolar goals.
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