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A senior US administration official
described the third round of talks
with Iran on Saturday as positive
and productive, adding that both
sides agreed to meet again in
Europe "soon".

Tehran - hambastegimellat -
Iranian lead negotiator, Foreign
Minister Araghchi and Trump's
Middle East envoy Steve Witkoff
held a third round of the talks in
Muscat through Omani mediators
for around six hours on Saturday,
a week after a second round in
Rome that both sides described
as constructive. The two nations'
experts also held a technical

meeting on the sidelines of the
meeting.

A senior US administration official
described the talks and positive
and productive, adding that both
sides agreed to meet again in
Europe "soon", Reuters reported
on Saturday.

"There is still much to do, but
further progress was made on
getting to a deal," the official
added.

Earlier Omani Foreign Minister
Badr Albusaidi had said talks
would continue next week, with
another  "high-level ~meeting"
provisionally scheduled for May

English news

3. Araqchi said Oman would
announce the venue.

Ahead of the lead negotiators'
meeting, expert-level indirect
talks took place in Muscat to
design a framework for a potential
nuclear deal.

"The presence of experts was
beneficial ... we will return to
our capitals for further reviews
to see how disagreements can
be reduced," Araghchi said in an
interview with national Iranian
TV after the talks.

An Iranian official, briefed about
the talks, told Reuters earlier
that the expert-level negotiations
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US official describes the 3rd round of talks
with Iran as "productive"

were "difficult, complicated and
serious".

The only aim of these talks,
Araghchi  said, was "to build

confidence about the peaceful
nature of  Iran's  nuclear
programme in exchange for
sanctions relief".

Pezeshkian stresses on fight against terrorism in
phone calls with Indian, Pakistani PMs

The Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian has reiterated Iran’s
strong condemnation of a recent
deadly terror attack in Indian-
administered Kashmir, stressing
the need for joint effective fight
against terrorism.

Tehran - hambastegimellat - In
a telephone conversation with
Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday, the Iranian
chief executive expressed deep
sorrow over the attack in the city
of Pahalgam, which claimed the
lives of at least 26 people.

The Islamic Republic vehemently
denounces such “terrorist and
inhumane acts," the president
stated,  extending  heartfelt
condolences to the people and
government of India.
Highlighting the alarming rise
of terrorist activities across the
region, Pezeshkian stressed the
urgency of collective action,
saying, "These tragic events
double the collective responsibility
of all regional countries.”
“They compel us to eradicate
the roots of terrorism through
solidarity, empathy, and close

cooperation, thereby ensuring
lasting peace and tranquility for
our nations."

On a separate note, the president
hailed India's  long-standing
heritage of promoting peace
through figures such as Mahatma
Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru.
Toward the end of the
conversation, he formally
invited Prime Minister Modi
to visit Tehran, emphasizing
Iran’s eagerness to "explore and
pursue avenues for deepening
and expanding comprehensive
cooperation between our two
countries in a friendly and
constructive atmosphere."
For his part, Modi thanked
the Iranian president over the
expression of solidarity with
India.  "Your  expression  of
sympathy is deeply valued and
encouraging for the government
and people of India," he said.
Modi: Iran, India see eye to eye on
fight against terrorism
Acknowledging “painful
history with terrorism,” the Indian
premier added that in light of its
tragic experience, the Islamic

Iran’s

Republic “understands better than
anyone the feelings and suffering
of the Indian people.”

He, meanwhile, declared, “We fully
agree with your view that fighting
terrorism requires the unity and
comprehensive cooperation of all
countries in the region."

Modi  also  praised  Iran's
constructive role in fostering
global  peace and  security,
reaffirming New Delhi's

commitment to strengthening the
bilateral ~ ties.

In conclusion, the Indian premier
extended warm regards to the
Iranian president, Leader of the
Islamic  Revolution  Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei, and the
Iranian people.

Also on Saturday, Pezeshkian
held a separate phone call with
Pakistan’s Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, during which he
expressed deep concern over the
rising tensions between India
and Pakistan in the wake of the
Kashmir attack.
"Unfortunately, these acts of
terrorism, which continue to claim
the lives of people across the

region, not only result in the tragic
loss of innocent lives, but also
fuel new tensions and divisions

among neighboring countries,"
the former warned.

As in the case of the phone call
with  Modi, Pezeshkian called
for urgent regional anti-terror
cooperation, emphasizing  the
need to "combat the scourge
of terrorism and dismantle

the financial and  military
infrastructures of terrorist
groups."

He stressed that consolidating
peace, security, and stability had
to be the shared objective of all

regional states.

In response, Sharif expressed his
appreciation for Iran’s attention to
regional issues.

The conversations came amid

heightened  tensions  between
India and Pakistan following the
deadly assault.

The attack prompted cross-border
exchanges of fire between Indian
and Pakistani forces, besides being
followed by the countries’ facing
each other with a number of tit-
for-tat moves and military threats.
The United Nations has urged
both sides to exercise maximum
restraint.

Offers of
assistance
pour in
after huge
deadly
explosion
inS Iran

An outpouring of international
sympathy  and  offers  of
assistance has followed a deadly
explosion at the southern
Iranian port of Shahid Rajaee.
Tehran - hambastegimellat -
The powerful blast rocked the
port in Hormozgan Province
after a fuel tanker exploded for
reasons still under investigation.
According to Iran’s Interior
Minister Eskandar Momeni, the
tragic incident has so far claimed
14 lives and injured between 700
and 750 individuals.
Russia  expresses

readiness to assist

immediate

The Russian Embassy in Tehran
extended heartfelt condolences
to the Iranian people and
government.

The mission stressed that any
request for assistance from
Iranian authorities would be
swiftly relayed to Moscow for
operational
India voices solidarity, support
Indian Prime Minister Narendra

action.

Modi  expressed  profound
sorrow over the tragic event,
announcing his country’s

full readiness to provide any
necessary assistance to the
Islamic Republic during the

difficult  time.

Japanese Ambassador to Tehran
Tamaki Tsukada also conveyed
"profound sadness and regret"
over the losses of life, lauding
the efforts of Iranian emergency
crews.

"I extend my  heartfelt
condolences to the people and
government of Iran, as well
as to the bereaved families, and
pray for the swift recovery of
the injured," the senior diplomat
stated.

In an official statement, Saudi
Arabia’s foreign ministry
extended similar condolences

and reaffirmed the kingdom’s
willingness to assist the "Iranian
brothers" and wished a speedy
recovery for those injured.

Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al
Thani, emir of Qatar, sent a
personal message of condolence
to President Masoud Pezeshkian,

expressing  sympathy  and
wishing quick recovery for the
injured.

Sayyid Ammar al-Hakim, leader
of Iraq’s National Wisdom
Movement, also offered
condolences to the Iranian
leadership, government, and
people.
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